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Saudi Arabia 
 

Tourists around the world are now free to visit the Arabian eye Saudi Arabia, as tourist 

visas are now available!  Saudi Arabia’s rich heritage and traditions have been shaped by 

its position as a historic trade hub and the birthplace of Islam. In recent years, the kingdom 

has undergone a significant cultural transformation, evolving century-old customs to fit the 

contemporary world we live in today. 

 

There is a tremendous amount of things to do in Saudi Arabia other than the expected mall 

shopping meal eating, a few of which: 

1) Al Wahbah volcanic crater   

It is located around 250km outside of Taif, it is a hiker’s attraction due to its challenging 820 m 

deep crater. It takes about 3 hours to get up and get back again. While the lethargic people can 

enjoy a camping, trip to the carter and enjoy the superb views. 

2) Umluj 

Often referred to the Saudi Maldives lays the sandy coast of the Red Sea. It looks over 

mountains, inactive volcanoes while eating the sweet tasting mangoes. 

3) Neolithic art of Jubbah and Shuwaymis  

According to UNESCO, there was once a lake near these rock formations, which made it an 

important gathering spot for humans and animals. 

While here, our Neolithic ancestors left their mark, in the form of these drawings on the rock 

faces of Jubbah and Shuwaymis. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Upcoming projects 

1) NEOM 

The world's most ambitious project: an entire new land, purpose built for a new way 

of living. https://www.neom.com/ 

 

2) Riyadh Season 

Saudi Arabia’s biggest entertainment event to host international stars, shows taking 

place from October 11 2019 until mid-December of 2019. It will be hosted spanning 

an area of 14 million square meters featuring 12 zones divided into six main zones 

and six branch, which include: (1) Riyadh Boulevard, (2) Riyadh Front (3) Riyadh 

Car Exhibition (4) Riyadh Winter Wonderland (5) Riyadh Sports Arenas (6) 

Diplomatic Quarters (7) AlMuraba’a (8) AlMalaz (9) Wadi Namar (10) Riyadh Beat 

(11) Riyadh Safari (12) Riyadh Sahara within the capital city 

https://saudiseasons.com/riyadh-season 

https://www.visitsaudi.com/en/homepage.html. 
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Interviews – New staff to NIS 

Dr. Ali Ahmed                     

1. What was your first thoughts of Saudi Arabia? 

Landing in Dammam, I had missed my connecting flight and was 8 hours late for my 

onward journey.  I was slightly surprised but also pleased that no one spoke English at the 

airport.  My first thought was, this was the immersion in the new language that I was hoping 

for.  My second thought was… how do I find a hotel room!? 

2. How is this school different to your previous one? 

My previous workplace was a college for 16 to 19 year olds.  It is a much larger institute in 

leafy suburban England with 2500 students and acres of land housing many rugby and 

football pitches.  'Little people' are quite a novelty. 

3. How long did it take you to settle in to life in Saudi Arabia? 

I have not fully adapted to life in Saudi Arabia but I was relieved to find a selection of my 

favourite Swiss dark chocolate at the supermarket in flavours that aren’t even available at 

home.  My next challenge was to get it back, without it melting. 

4. Have you worked abroad before; is this measuring up to your expectation? 

I’ve never worked abroad but I was expecting this 

particular school to have students with exemplary 

behaviour and impeccable work ethic, and I was not 

disappointed. 

5. One interesting thing about yourself. 

I'm a Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu fighter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Ms. Pearl            

1. What was your first thoughts of Saudi 
Arabia? 
The main thing that struck me is how friendly 
the people are. And of course the intense 
heat I am not used to.  
 

2. How long did it take you to settle in to life 
in Saudi Arabia? 
It took me about a month to settle in. However, I am still adjusting to many 
aspects of life in Saudi Arabia.  
 

3. Have you worked abroad before, is this measuring up to your 
expectation? 
This is my first time working abroad, and I am thoroughly enjoying the 
experience. I look forward to exploring more and sightseeing. 
 

4. One interesting thing about yourself. 
I can make all types of clothes 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Mrs. Rahiema                                                             

1. Where did you teach before you came to our 

school?  

I first started teaching in South Africa and then 

most recently in Riyadh before joining NIS.  

2. What differences are there between all these 

places in terms of teaching? Well obviously, 

there is the difference in curriculums. I used to teach the South African 

curriculum which is more focused on literature, I taught the American system 

while in Riyadh and I now I'm teaching the British system here in NIS. The 

structures of the questions are different between the systems so I had to get 

used to them. 

3. What differences were there between Saudi and South Africa outside of 

teaching?  

Well Saudi was very different, it was a big change. The schools are 

segregated here while they usually weren't in South Africa. The seasons were 

even different, summer is longer here. 

4. Were the student's in Nada different from your previous schools?  

Yes, the students here are much more disciplined, polite and willing to work. 

5. Did the school help you adjust to the new environment?  

They did all they could, I mean we came here two weeks earlier which helped 

in adjusting to the school and finding out where everything is. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 Miss Rohda                                                                                         

1. Why did you decide to become a teacher? 

I want to help young people and have an input on their lives in a positive way 

2. How is your experience so far at this school? 

It’s challenging but I’m enjoying it 

3. Did you want to become anything other than a teacher when you were 
young? 

No, I’ve always wanted to be a teacher 

4. What do you think is the most frustrating thing about teaching? 

It’s when students misbehave, because it wastes time and makes it difficult for me to 
deliver the message 

5. What do you think was the hardest thing to accomplish on the road to 
becoming a teacher? 

Keeping students engaged and motivated 

6. What do you think is the best thing about teaching? 

That no two days are the same 

7. What was your major when you were in college? 

English and History 

8. Do you have anyone you look up to? 

Roald Dahl 

9 What do you hope to achieve by becoming a teacher? 

I hope students learn more from me than things that are just subject related 

10. Do you have any siblings? 

I have 2 sisters and 4 brothers 

11. What do you enjoy doing in your free time? 

Reading thrillers, eating burgers, and meeting up with friends 

12. Where would you go if you had a chance to visit any part of the world? 

Bali 

 

 



 

 

13. What do you think matters most in the world? 

How you spend your time 

14. Do you think money brings happiness? 

Not necessarily, but with money you can access the chance to be more happy 

15. What’s your favourite food? 

French fries, chicken wings, pizza, and Hardees Burgers 

16. Do you think you have any phobias? 

YES, I hate spiders, lizards, snakes and any other animal except a goldfish 

17. Which subject at school did you dislike the most? 

Math 

18. What is the most boring thing you are forced to do? 

Cleaning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Long Road Home  

Long Road Home Now, over a year, one of Nada 

school’s most hard-working students had graduated 

from her normal school life and entered Qatar 

University with success, as she had moved from the 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia with her family to start a new 

chapter in her life. Her name is Tasneem Maher. 

Tasneem now, at the age of eighteen has explored the 

wide university and commented about how great the 

new workshops are and how much bigger her class is 

than it was in school. Before, she was a student out of a total number of two people 

in her last year. She is very excited to have a fresh and exciting change to come 

about; where she can work and communicate with new potential classmates. It is no 

surprise that the academic levels are different, but Tasneem has mentioned that 

Nada School had prepared her for much of the work that was being expected of her. 

One example would be long and limitless essays that will continue to be a 

companion for each and every new semester to come. However, not all the skills are 

taught and much also must be learnt; and Tasneem understands that fully as she 

believes that this is only a month and so experience, but even from the very 

beginning she had put down a study system weighting the time and study so that 

they balance out. But, even in this time, Tasneem has traveled away from all of what 

she was used to. So new people and classes are not just the limit; but a whole new 

place to live. Many people aspire to travel farther, as it is a common idea, but in the 

end those who do will find themselves in a community that have known each other 

far longer than you. Tasneem has been in the same situation and when asked she 

responded by agreeing that it is a terrifying experience but: “College can absolutely 

be an isolated experience if you choose to make it that way- even if you live at 

home- but if you say hi here and there and make an effort to catch up with people 

you think are worth your time then you will strike gold and make friends sooner or 

later. Also, join a club, or more than one! Always a good place to find friends.”. And 

speaking about clubs, this is one of the main things Tasneem loves about her 

University life. She had joined a debate club, which those who know her, will know 

that that is the exact place that she will shine one of her many talents in. Another 

favorite place she loves about her new campus, is the huge library! Many of Nada’s 

students know that we have two libraries but do not know that when you move to 

University your libraries will be larger and filled. It thrills Tasneem because she 

usually loves to read new books and now, she has a close place to home where she 

can read and study in peace. It is still the beginning of the semester and Tasneem is 

lucky with her professors; she hopes that the students know that University has the 

potential for both fear and excitement. It just depends on which road you will choose 

to follow 

 



 

BACK TO SCHOOL CROSSWORD 
 

 

 

Across 
1. What you study with 
4. Something that you can write with 
6. A subject that helps you do calculations 
Down 
2. Where you go to learn new things 
3. The clothes you wear when you go to school 
5. A place at school where you can buy food 
Print this page and complete the crossword. Submit it to Mr. 
Mark and earn 2 merits! Valid from the 14th – 21st November 
2019 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

MENU 

Food 

There is no love sincerer than the love of food. 

Lunch 

Ask not what you could do for your country. Ask what’s for 

lunch. 

Humor 

Humor keeps us alive. Humor and food. Don't forget food. You 

can go a week without laughing. 

Diet food 

The only time to eat diet food is while you're waiting for the 

steak to cook. 

By Fathima  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

MINI CHEESECAKE  

     
 

DIRECTIONS 

1) Crush the graham crackers and put them into a mini bowl. 

2) Mix the cream cheese, sugar, melted butter and vanilla 

extract. 

3) Put it on top of the crushed graham crackers and 

microwave for about four minutes.  

4) Chill it in the freezer and flip it on a plate to eat. 

 

 

 

 

 

INGREDIENTS 

1 tablespoon 

melted butter  

2 graham 

crackers 

4 ounces 

cream cheese 

2 spoonful 

sugar 

Vanilla extract 



 

MAC & CHEESE 

 

 

DIRECTIONS 
 

1) Put the macaroni in a microwaveable cup. 

2) Add the water and Microwave for about two 

minutes. 

3) Add the milk and cheese. 

4) Mix and enjoy! 

 

 

INGREDIENTS 

½ 

cup/macaroni  

½ cup/water 

¼ cup/milk 

½ cup/cheese 

(Optional)/salt 

 

 



 

CHEESE STRAWS 

 

 
 

DIRECTIONS 

 1) Grease a baking tray with 

butter and add parchment 

paper. 

2) Mix the butter, flour, egg yolk and cheese.   

3) Use it to cover the pastry and cut the pastry up into 

lines. 

4) Twist, put on the tray and cook for about seven minutes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INGREDIENTS 

 

 

100g butter 

100g flour  

1 egg yolk 

150g greatest 

cheese 

Puff pastry 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Book Review by Mariam Ahmed  
Parallel  

Parallel is a science fiction book written by Lauren Miller. The book 

talks about how a girl's life changes when an earthquake happens due 

to the collision of two parallel universes. The collision changes life in 

both universes but for some reason no one has any memory of what 

their life used to be like before it except for Abby. The book's main 

quote is "Your path will change, your destiny doesn't" which 

corresponds with the fact that as you read more from the book it 

explores the idea of destiny and free will. 

 

 



 

 

A movie Review by Nada Turki 

The Joker  
One of the most international selling cinema tickets in the world, The 

Joker has caught many of the eyes of viewers worldwide. The 

psychological thriller is directed and co-written by Todd Philips: which was 

unexpected as he directed many comedy movies. The movie features 

Joaquin Phoenix as Arthur Fleck/ the joker, and many more stars. 

 

The story revolves around Arthur Fleck a failed clown and wannabe 

stand-up comedian who lives with his mother in a ratty apartment in 

downtown Gotham City.  Essentially all clown Arthur Fleck wants – is to 

be famous, and he will do anything to achieve his aim. 

 

Whether or not any of the action plays out in the real world, or in his mind 

as a psychiatric patient, is irrelevant for what the film speaks to in my 

mind – which are the themes of: mental illness, unchecked ambition, 

celebrity culture and self-delusion. In the other hand, the movie was well 

developed and supreme due to the special cinematography that made the 

experience a more emersive one, engaging the audience in all aspects of 

the movie. Furthermore, the camera angles were phenomenal and the 

sound track was more than suitable for the theme of the movie. 

 

The movie is a must watch for analytical people fascinated by people's 

behavior, and circumstances that lead to questionable actions, forcing 

you to take part in the movie as you are going in for a ride of thoughts as 

the movie ends!  

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Zahrah 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Fun 
facts 



  

 
 

 

 

1. 

The shrimp’s heart 

is in its head. 

 

 

3. 

Slugs have four noses. 

4. 

 



 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

5. 

A rhinoceros’ horn 

is made of hair. 
 
 

 

6. 
Almost three 
percent of the ice 
in the Antarctic 

glaciers is made of 

penguin urine. 
 

 

7. 

The tiger’s strips are as 

unique as a human’s 

fingerprints. 



 
 

Book Club by Mariam Ahmed  
Mrs. Rahiema started a book club with the grade 9 girls. It would be held every Sunday 

in the grade 9 classroom. In the first few weeks they were deciding which book they 

should read and then discuss with each other. The options varied from romance with 

books such as the notebook to science fiction with the Hunger Games. You don't have 

to be an avid reader to join the club; if you want to read and discuss books then the 

Book Club is open to everyone. 

They chose to read the book "A walk to remember" which is about a young teen couple 

whose love changes their life. Written by Nicholas Sparks, the author behind the 

notebook, the book follows some of his bestselling books. A movie was made based 

on the book in 2002. The students would read a few chapters each week in their own 

time and then discuss it with each other in the book club. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 


