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EDITION 11 – 29 OCTOBER, 2020  

 

CORONAVIRUS – The Risks  

SOCIAL DISTANCING  
 

According to Robert A.J. Signer, 
Assistant Professor of 
Medicine, University of 
California San Diego, the 
impact of continued social 
distancing is high, when 
observed properly.  
 

Throughout Europe and in 
some countries in the Middle 
East, the unpleasant situation 
of ‘The Second Wave’ has 
forced further lockdowns, 

curfews and restrictive 
measures in order to attempt to 

control the spread of the C19 virus. If everyone in KSA follows 
precautionary measures, then hopefully we do not see this situation here 
in a few weeks or months.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

GRADE 12 – UCAS – UK UNIVERSITIES 
 

Grade 12 students who are intending to apply to the UK for 
undergraduate university entrance need to be aware of the following 
final deadline dates for applying.  
 

 ENGINEERING  – January 15th, 2021 {18:00 UK Time} 

 PHARMACY – January 15th, 2021 {18:00 UK Time} 

 OTHER COURSES  – January 15th, 2021 {18:00 UK Time} 
 
Your application can only be processed through the UCAS console. 
Contact Mr. Tony urgently if you need to apply.  
 
NO NEW G12 STUDENT APPLICATIONS CAN NOW BE CONSIDERED FOR 
THE OCTOBER DEADLINE UNIVERSITY COURSES. IT IS NOW TOO LATE 
TO APPLY FOR MEDICINE, DENTISTRY OR VETERINARY MEDICINE IN 

THE UK – UCAS WILL NOT ACCEPT ANY FURTHER APPLICATIONS.  
 
The sooner you complete the application process, FOR COURSES WITH 
A JANUARY DEADLINE, the better your chances are, as universities fill 

places before the above deadlines. 

 

UCAS – UK – UNIVERSITY OFFERS 

 
The UCAS portal opened in September for September 2021 admissions to 
UK universities. For most subjects G12 students have until January 15th to 
apply (expect medicine, dentistry and veterinary medicine – which are 
now closed). Three of our G12 students have already received conditional 
offers from UK universities, to study there next year 
 

Student University Course 

Lujain Khalifa  University of Leeds Medical Biochemistry 

Lakshmipriya Ragupathi University of York Computer Science* 

Lakshmipriya Ragupathi University of Swansea Computer Science 

Lakshmipriya Ragupathi University of Southampton Computer Science* 

Fairouz Maged University of Bristol Biomedical Science  

 
*With Artificial Intelligence 

 

It is highly likely that the above students will receive 

many more offers from UK universities, such is their 

talent and level of engagement with the UCAS process. 

 

 
 

 

                                                    “The mission of Nada International School is to provide exemplary international education so that students may acquire the necessary academic, personal and social 
knowledge, skills and qualities to move on to other schools, establishments of higher education, or into a career with a high degree of justifiable confidence .” 

 



  

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION DECISION 
 

As you are all probably aware, the global 
situation regarding Coronavirus {COVID 
19} has changed significantly on a global 
scale since March 2020. Many countries 
throughout the world are now faced with 
‘The Second Wave’ and the associated 
problems that this is causing.  

 
The Ministry of Education announced school closures throughout Saudi 
Arabia on March 8th 2020, which took effect on March 9th, 2020. Since 
then, schools in KSA have never been allowed to officially reopen.  
 
Last week, on Thursday 9th October, 2020 The Minister of Education 
decided that all schools in The Kingdom must remain closed until the end 
of the 1st Semester {As per public school timetable}, which means that 
NIS will be closed until after the Winter Vacation, which is due to take 
place from 18th December, 2020 until 3rd January, 2021. We are still 
waiting for clarifications regarding the requirements of the MOE related 
to  
 

 End of Term Examinations  

 Report Cards 
 
 

QUADRAT SCORES 

Quadrat (GAT) And Tahsili (SAAT) are two 
Saudi Entrance Test required From KSA 
Universities for any student who wishes 
to enrol.  

Students must take Quadrat (GAT) in 
grade 11 and 12. Whereas Tahsili is taken 
at the end of grade 12 only.  

Our Saudi students in Grade 11 & 12 sat for their GAT test, they were 
able to score high numbers.  Their scores ranged from 73 to 88. This was 
their first attempt.   

Nada International School is proud to share our student results in 
Quadrat (GAT) Test.  

As you can see, a number of them scored in the top 5% of all candidates 
in Saudi Arabia.  

https://www.etec.gov.sa/en/productsandservices/Qiyas/Educ

ation/generalabilities/Pages/default.aspx 

 

WHERE DO OUR GRADUATES GO? 

 

 

UNIVERSITY COURSES SINCE 2010 

Since 2010 NIS has been sending students to university all 

around the world. The above pie chart shows the main 

courses of study from 2010 - 2020 
 

YAZAN IN IRELAND – CORK MEDICAL 

UNIVERSITY 

 
Hello Mr. Tony, 
 
I hope yourself and Mrs. Jayne are doing well during these unusual times. 
I thought I should give you an update on my recent change of plans. I've 
left New Zealand in September and moved to a city in the Republic of 
Ireland called Cork. I transferred universities and am now studying a 5-
year medical programme at a university called 'University College of Cork' 
which if you remember is the same university I've applied to back in 2018 
when I was still a student at NIS. The admissions office had remembered 
me, and am grateful to say that they had offered to reduce the tuition fee 
for my entire 5 years at the university.  
 
Although I am starting from year 1, I do feel like I have an advantage over 
most students in my batch as I have studied at a tertiary institution for a 
year and a half, and know what to expect and how to cope with the work 
load, stress, pressure, etc. Even though I  really miss New Zealand and the 
relatives I had there, I think I've settled pretty well here in Cork as Ireland 
is very similar to New Zealand. The university campus is very beautiful and 
so is Cork. The size and population of the city is roughly very similar to 
Dunedin in New Zealand. I haven't been able to take many photos because 
I had to complete a 14-day isolation before starting university, but I have 
uploaded a photo of a popular site on campus called the 'Quadrangle'. 
 
In terms of the academics, the university is online for the whole of 
semester 1 (and will probably be for semester 2 as well), but for specific 
degrees such as medicine, it is required for us to be on campus to attend 
practical sessions, so I have a 3-hour practical class every fortnight. 
Medicine is a very interesting course, and have enjoyed everything that I 
have taken so far, but I can tell you that the work load is very heavy. 
 
I've heard that NIS was also completely online as well. It feels like just last 
month that I visited the school to play the volleyball match with the staff 
and students, and that just shows how fast the year has passed by. Please 
pass my regards to the rest of the NIS staff. Thanks. Stay safe. 
 
Regards, 
Yazan 



  

OUR STUDENTS  

The list below shows the university destinations of our graduating 
students during the last 10 years. With the exception of one boy, every 
G12 NIS student is listed below. Those in bold type are the students who 
graduated during the previous three years.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you take away the students who studied medicine, engineering or 
dentistry, there are very few left. This verifies the quality of our 
academic curriculum and the quality of teaching and learning 
throughout the school. 

 



  

NEW TEACHERS  
After lengthy C19 pandemic related delays, three new teachers arrived 
from South Africa last week. During the previous week they were in 
isolation, as per the KSA Government requirements.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This means that there will be some 

IMMEDIATE timetable changes in G1-3 

ICT, G2 BOYS and in G4 - 8 ICT.  

 

RETURNING TEACHER 
After months of being stranded in South 
Africa, we are pleased to announce that 
Miss Coleen has now returned to Saudi 
Arabia. This week she was in isolation, in 
her home, but next week she will be in 
school with all the other teachers.  
 

 

 

 

CAIE CONFERENCE – EGYPTIAN STUDENTS  

 
Recently,  Mr. Ansir attended an online conference with the CAIE 
hierarchy and other CAIE Schools. All Egyptian students in G9 – 12 
need to be aware of this.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

ASSESSMENTS {Every 2 weeks}  
 

As stated previously, assessments will take place every two weeks 
starting in WK 4. The marks from these assessments will contribute to 
the overall grades on the END OF TERM REPORT CARDS.  
 
Additional assessment tasks for IGCSE English / History and Arabic 
students are highlighted in yellow.  

 
 

 WEEK 10 = November 1 – 5 
 

 WEEK 11 = November 8 – 12 
 

Therefore, all students are advised to prepare properly for these 
assessments, as per the instructions of their teachers. The above will 
be re-evaluated once the Ministry of Education update us regarding 
their examinations plans for all KSA schools. We hope to have this 

information shortly.  
 

WE HAVE GIVEN ALL STUDENTS AN ADDITIONAL 15 MINUTES TO 
UPLOAD EACH ASSESSMENT. THIS UPLOADING SHOULD TAKE PLACE 

AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AFTER THE STATED TIME LIMIT OF THE 
ASSESSMENT, PREFERABLY WITHIN 5 MINUTES. STUDENTS WHO WAIT 

UNTIL THE 14TH OR 15TH MINUTE OF THIS UPLOAD TIME RISK BEING 
REJECTED BY THE MS TEAMS SYSTEM. WE CANNOT ASSIST IN SUCH 

CASES.  
 
 

ASSESSMENTS – MALPRACTICE  
 
Students who we believe are cheating in the online assessments will be 
required to come to school and undertake additional examinations. 
Cheating by referring to books, the Internet, parents, friends, mark 
schedules or even having another person undertaking the assessment, 
or parts of the assessment, on behalf of a student all constitute 
MALPRACTICE. This is particularly pertinent for those who are in G9 - 
12. If the school requests a student to physically attend an examination, 
due to suspected malpractice, the parents of the child will be notified 
and they will be required to make the necessary arrangements, as 
stipulated by the school, to ensure that the student is present for the 
examination. Report card grades in such cases will be reviewed on a 
case by case basis.  
 

ASSESSMENTS – REPORT CARDS  
 
We are now officially closed by the MOE for the full term, we need 
data for each subject to issue report cards. Therefore,  
 

a) Teachers will mark the assessments of those who 
submitted on time. 
 

b) Those students who submitted late or failed to submit will 
not cause a delay in the marking and feedback process for 
the majority.  

 
c) The assessment paper and mark scheme will be made 

available to the students who submitted on time and 
reviewed with them formatively.  

 
d) Students who miss the assessment, for any reason, will 

not get the chance to sit this assessment.  
 

e) If the school holds insufficient data to produce accurate 
report cards, the students who missed assessments for 
any reason or failed to upload / return maybe given the 

chance to do an alternative assessment. This is the 
decision of the school management, if necessary. 

 
f) These additional assessments will be completed with pen 

and paper (when the school reopens for teaching 
purposes). 

 

STUDENT PROTOCOLS – LIVE CLASSES 
Live classes are for students. In order to make live classes productive for 
you, your classmates and your teachers please follow the rules below.  

 
a) Be prepared. Get your books and stationery ready before the 

class.  
 

b) Adjust your camera and headset so that you are ready to start 
immediately.  
 

c) Sit quietly and properly, listening to your teacher’s instructions.  
 

d) Participate and stay in the class for the full period.  
 

e) Follow the teacher’s instructions regarding muting 
microphones and raising hands.  
 

f) You should be the ONLY person in the lesson in your house, no 
brothers, sisters or other relatives are meant to be in the class.  
 

g) At the end of the class, you should leave the class immediately. 
The class is not a place for social chats.  
 

EVERY WEEK TEACHERS ARE SENDING REPORTS TO 
SUPERVISORS AND PRINCIPALS REGARDING – WORK 

COMPLETION, ATTENDANCE IN LIVE LESSONS AND 
BEHAVIOUR. IF YOUR CHILD IS REPORTED BY A TEACHER, 

YOU WILL BE TELEPHONED. 

 

 

 



  

TESTPORTAL – Assessment Upgrade 

 
This week NIS signed an agreement with TESTPORTAL, which is a MS Teams 

integrated assessment platform. As we are now closed until at least January, 

as per MOE, we needed a more robust platform for providing the weekly tests 

from G1 – 12. After completing trials with students in G11/12 Chemistry and 

G1-3, all teachers and all surveyed students find this platform to be more 

comprehensive, less prone to errors and easier to use. Therefore, with the 

exception of Arabic and Islamic Studies, all subjects in G1-12 will migrate to 

Test Portal very shortly. Teachers in Mathematics still have the option of using 

MathWatch, if they wish.   

MS TEAMS – CHAT FUNCTION - Disabled 

Please be informed that the CHAT feature for students has been 
temporarily disabled. This means students will not be able to CHAT with 
each privately nor will teachers be able to CHAT with students using the 
CHAT feature, which is on the left hand side menu. 

This feature is being persistently abused by many students, who are using 
it to create private groups and wasting their time on it during / before 
LIVE Sessions. 

We are aware that teachers use the CHAT feature to communicate with 
students and vice versa for convenience. We are looking into whether this 
is possible within the CHAT function, with Microsoft. Until this is 
established students and teachers can communicate meaningfully using 
other methods, using: - 

 Channels within teams / groups 

 Email 

FEE PAYMENT DATES 

As per the Fee Schedule and School Policy, payment terms are, either 
 

- Payment in full (prior commencement of classes).  
 

- OR 
 

- Payment in three equal instalments prior to the 
commencement of each term.  

PARENTS ARE REMINDED THAT THE DUE DATES FOR PAYMENT 
FOR EACH TERM are: 
 

 Term 1                  1st September 2020 

 Term 2                  03rd January 2021 

 Term 3                  14th March 2021 

PARENT REGULATIONS IN LIVE CLASSES 
 

Live classes are for students, not for parents. In order to make live 
classes productive for all we have set three basic rules. The following 
rules are mandatory for all parents  
 

a) Parents are not permitted to ask questions during live classes 
or interrupt teachers.  This would not be allowed in school, 
therefore it is not allowed in live classes.  
 

b) Parents are not permitted to make comments to teachers 
regarding what they should or should not do. This would not 
be allowed in school, therefore it is not allowed in live classes.  

 

c) Parents are not permitted to copy, post, forward, share or 
distribute any recorded lesson to any other party via any 
mechanism, without written permission, in advance from The 
Executive Principal.  

 
Unfortunately, if parents cannot follow these simple guideline, we will 

regrettably remove you and your children from all ‘live classes’.  
 

In the event that any parent is found to have breached (c), you will be 
reported to the necessary authorities. 

 

PARENTS and ONLINE LEARNING.  
 
The online learning environment is very different to that of the school. 
Teachers, Coordinators and Principals are trying their very best to make 
these online learning sessions as productive as possible for the students. 
Please, we would ask the following 
 

a) All young children are fully supervised at home and that you 
obey the KSA Law in this regard.  
 

b) Make your child attend every live class and complete all the 
work associated with the SMHWK classes.  
 

c) Attendance in classes is mandatory and is an expectation of 
all students in KSA.  

 
d) If your child misses a class, watch the recorded video and do 

the work.  
 

e) As a parent, you have a duty as do all parents around the world 
at this time, to provide an adequate setting for your child to 
work productively, free from noise distraction and interruption.  
 

f) Make sure that your child has all the resources they need, on 
hand.  
 

g) If your child has an issue with submitting a piece of work or a 
test, refer to your child’s teacher.  

 
h) Make sure that your child prepares properly for tests and that 

you ensure they are ready to take these tests, as per the 
requirements of the teachers.  
 

i) You do not help your child with tests or allow them to cheat.  
 

Next week the Principals and Supervisors will start 
contacting the parents of children who are failing to attend 

online sessions, who are misbehaving in online live classes or 
who are failing to submit work that was requested by 

teachers. 
 
 



  

Please could all parents refrain from wasting time ‘fault finding’, by 

analysing teachers and the respective videos. In particular  

a) Complaining about the way of teaching of a teacher. Given the 
situation, staff are trying their best. We cannot replicate the 
types of lessons that would be done in school. The online forum 
does not allow this.  
 

b) That a teacher did not explain something properly. Again, the 
situation is artificial and all staff are doing their best.  
 

c) The teacher didn’t ask your child the same number of questions 
as another child. This is not possible for each child to be asked 
the same number of questions, as questioning depends 
primarily on understanding. Those who understand more  
 

d) The teacher told your child off. These online lessons are part of 
a normal school day. In school, children get told off, this is 
normal.  

Parents should not give children a negative image about 
teachers. Teachers, through their actions and discussions with 
children, or in front of children, shape the attitudes of children 

towards their teachers. Positive attitudes promote learning, 
negative attitudes detract from learning. 


